MEMBERSHIP OF THE INTER FAITH NETWORK FOR THE UK
BY EDUCATIONAL AND ACADEMIC BODIES
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The Inter Faith Network for the UK was founded in 1987. Its aims, as set out in its constitution, are “to advance public knowledge and mutual understanding of the teachings, traditions and practices of the different faith communities in Britain including an awareness both of their distinctive features and of their common ground, and to promote good relations between persons of different religious faiths.”  

IFN has four categories of membership
: 

· National faith community representative bodies

· Local inter faith organisations

· National and regional inter faith organisations

· Educational and academic bodies with a focus on inter faith or multi-faith issues

IFN’s member bodies share a commitment to the development of inter faith understanding and co-operation and to working together for this. IFN warmly welcomes applications from eligible bodies which share this commitment. 

Applications are submitted on the basis that the applying body has read and agreed to the Membership Admissions Policy which accompanies this form, including: the adoption by  member bodies of  the set of principles set out in Building Good Relations with People of Different Faiths and Beliefs, a copy of which can be found at www.interfaith.org.uk; the  support of IFN’s constitutional aims and any statement of aims or values which are in place at the time that their application is to be considered by a general meeting; and abiding by any code of conduct for member bodies in place at the time that their application is to be considered by a general meeting.

A form on which to apply for membership can be found overleaf.  The current fee for educational and academic bodies is £100 per annum.  This covers: the cost of IFN Circulars covering topics of interest to those working in the field of inter faith relations; e-bulletins; copies of relevant publications the Network may publish in any given year; up to two people to attend the National Meeting and AGM; ‘link’ meetings for educational and academic organisations to share news and discuss issues of common concern.
A completed copy of this form should be returned to: The Inter Faith Network, 2 Grosvenor Gardens, London SW1W 0DH or ifnet@interfaith.org.uk by the deadline stated on the website.    Please do not send a cheque at this stage. If you have any queries, please ring the Inter Faith Network Office on 020 7730 0410.

Membership Application Form
Information on the application process, including an illustrative flowchart, can be found in the Membership Admission Policy accompanying this application form.

If your organisation wishes to apply for IFN membership and believes that it meets the eligibility criteria please complete this application form and return it to the IFN office with a copy of your organisation’s constitution.
Criteria
All organisations applying for membership of IFN should:

i. support IFN’s charitable aims; be ready to adopt the set of principles set out in Building good relations with people of different faiths and beliefs, and any statement of aims or values which is in place at the time that their application is to be considered by a general meeting;

ii. be willing to abide by any Code of Conduct for member bodies in place at the time that their application is to be considered by a general meeting;

iii. be formally structured with a written constitution
; and

iv. meet the eligibility criteria relating to one of the categories of IFN membership as set out below.
In addition to the general criteria above, an educational or academic body is eligible to apply to join IFN if it:


i. is either: 

a) a UK or national educational or academic body, or a part of one, which, as a significant part of its work, focuses on, or promotes understanding of, relations between two or more of the major religions represented in the UK;  
OR
b) a UK, national or regional institution, or a part of one, which, as a significant part of its work, is offering inter faith resources and educational programmes for use by the general public;

OR

c) an educational or academic unit which specialises in inter faith issues, linked to a faith tradition of which one or more representative bodies is in membership of IFN;

ii. has been in existence for 2 years; and

iii. demonstrates a track record of regular inter faith activity.

Note: Where a part, such as a department or committee, of an educational or academic body as at (i)(a) or (i)(b) above applies with the permission of the educational or academic institution as a whole, the institution must provide written authorisation as part of the application, and the written constitution of the organisation as a whole shall be required as part of the application process, as well as the Terms of Reference (or equivalent) of the part. Criteria (ii) and (iii) must be met by the part. 

Note: In the case of a higher education institution, a multi-faith chaplaincy may be authorised to join being a part of such an institution.

We would like to apply for membership of the Inter Faith Network for the UK and confirm that, in our view, we meet all of the criteria outlined in the Membership Admission Policy.

We attach a copy of our constitution and a statement about how we believe that our organisation meets the criteria for eligibility for membership and gives any additional information we think is helpful.  
Organisation……………………………………………………………………………………………
Date……………………………… Signature……………………………………………………….
Name:………………………………………………Position……………………………...…..........
Address……………………………………………………………………………………………….

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
Telephone…………………………………………. Email………………………………………….
� Note: ‘National’ in this document refers either to the UK as a whole or to any of its constituent nations.  ‘Regional’ in this document refers to any area larger than a county within any of the constituent nations of the UK.


� A constitution is a written document that establishes the purposes of an organisation and the procedures by which it is governed.   
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